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UM FACULTY MEMBERS TO STUDY 
EFFECT OF ASH ON LOCAL WATER
MISSOULA—
A National Science Foundation grant of $9,700 was awarded to two faculty 
members in the Department of Chemistry at the University of Montana to study 
the effect of ash fallout on water quality of local lakes and streams.
R.E. Juday, professor emeritus, and E.J. Keller, lecturer, will investigate 
the possibility of extraordinary blooming of blue-green algae resulting from the 
recent eruptions of Mount St. Helens.
According to Keller, extreme algae blooming can lead to contamination which 
makes water unsafe for livestock or human consumption, as happened at Nelson 
Reservoir near Saco this year or Hebgen Lake in 1978. Keller said that the ash 
fallout probably would not cause such severe blooming but that it is important to 
investigate the possibility.
The study will be conducted through February 1982.
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